
Preparation for Gareth Hinds’  Odyssey , the Graphic Novel: 
 
First of all, we hope you will enjoy this famous story.  As Gareth Hinds says on the inner back cover, it is for him 
“probably the greatest story ever told,” but it can be a challenge because of its structure and its many characters, so 
we hope this brief guide will assist your reading.   
 
To begin, we recommend reading the inside cover, which begins, “FRESH FROM HIS TRIUMPHS in the Trojan 
War, Odysseus…”  The  Odyssey  is actually the sequel to another very famous work, the  Iliad .  The  Iliad  covers the 
Trojan War which lasts ten years, and the  Odyssey  is the story of what follows during the next ten years after the 
Greeks’ victory:  Odysseus’ travel home and the complications of that homecoming once he returns to his homeland, 
Ithaca.  Interestingly, too, the  Odyssey  begins “in medias res” (“in the middle of things”), or rather closer to the end. 
When it opens, Odysseus is on Calypso’s island, and he has been gone from Ithaca approximately nineteen years. 
 
The structure of this story can also be a bit confusing.  So here’s the breakdown: 
 
Books 1-4:  The first four books, often called “The Telemachy,” focus primarily on Telemachus, the son of 
Odysseus.  Telemachus is less than a year old when Odysseus leaves for the Trojan War, but by the time the Odyssey 
starts, Telemachus is now close to twenty, and he and his mother (Penelope) are wondering if Odysseus will ever 
return; they have come to believe he is likely dead.  The first four books, inspired by a visit from the goddess 
Athena, are the story of Telemachus’ growing manhood as he seeks news of his father and as he begins to take 
charge against the suitors, the men who court his mother in the hopes of taking Odysseus’ place as king of Ithaca. 
 
Books 5-12:  The next eight books focus on Odysseus’ story and move forward and backward in time.  They begin 
at year nineteen, where we discover Odysseus, trapped on Calypso’s island.  He has been trapped there for 7-8 years 
when Hermes arrives (sent there by Zeus) to demand Calypso’s release of Odysseus.  Calypso begrudgingly obeys 
Hermes’ orders, letting him go.  Once on the ocean, Odysseus braves terrible storms thrown at him by Poseidon but 
eventually (after about 20 days) washes up on the shore of the Phaeacia, where he recounts the story of his journey 
(books 9-12); after his story, the Phaeacians agree to take him back to Ithaca. 
 
Books 13-24:  The last twelve books cover the following:  Odysseus’ homecoming, the reunion of father and son, 
the battle against the suitors, and the reunion of Odysseus and Penelope. 
 
Because there are many characters, you should find this list helpful (consider printing it and using it as a bookmark): 
 
Odysseus’ Family 

● Odysseus--hero of this epic 
● Telemachus--Odysseus’ son 
● Penelope--Odysseus’ wife 
● Laertes--Odysseus’ dad 

The Gods 
● Zeus--king of the gods 
● Athena--goddess of wisdom, daughter to Zeus, Odysseus’ biggest fan who disguises herself often as she 

mentors both Telemachus and Odysseus 
● Poseidon--God of the sea who hates Odysseus because Odysseus has blinded his son, Polyphemus, a 

cyclops; Poseidon is the reason Odysseus’ journey home takes ten years. 
● Hermes--messenger God sent to Calypso’s island to help free Odysseus 

 
The Achaeans--another word for Greeks 



The House of Atreus--Agamemnon and Menelaus’ family 
● Menelaus--King of Sparta; Agamemnon’s brother; Helen’s husband; Telemachus visits him to learn about 

his father. 
● Helen--the reason for the Trojan War:  “the face that launched a thousand ships”; it is the fight over Helen 

between Menelaus (her husband) and Paris (her lover) which begins the Trojan War; in the  Odyssey  she has 
returned to her husband Menelaus, and she welcomes Telemachus into their home. 

● Agamemnon--brother to Menelaus; he survives the Trojan War, but upon his return home, Clytemnestra 
(his wife) and her lover (Aegisthus) murder him. 

● Aegisthus--Clytemnestra’s lover who helps kill Agamemnon 
● Clytemnestra--Agamemnon’s wife who kills her husband 
● Orestes--son to Agamemnon and Clytemnestra who avenges his father’s death, killing both his mother and 

Aegisthus 
 

Along Telemachus’ journey he meets the following allies: 
● Nestor--king of Pylos who Telemachus visits in search of his father 
● Menelaus--see above 
● Helen--see above 
● Proteus--“old man of the sea” who changes shapes and from whom Menelaus hears about Agamemnon’s 

and Odysseus’ fate.  
 
Along Odysseus’ journey, he meets the following allies/enemies: 

● Calypso--beautiful nymph who lives on the island of Ogygia, holding Odysseus against his will 
● Nausikaa--princess of Phaeacia 
● Alcinoos--the king of the Phaeacians 
● Cicones--Odysseus and his men attack these people and they subsequently seek revenge 
● The Lotus plant--when eaten, this plant that makes its eater forget home 
● Polyphemus--a cyclops, Poseidon’s son 
● Aeolus--the king who gives Odysseus and his crew a bag of winds 
● Laestrygonians--large, savage people who attack Odysseus and his crew 
● Eurylochus--Odysseus’ second-in-command 
● Circe--a bewitching queen 
● Tiresias--prophet in Land of the Dead 
● Elpenor--member of Odysseus’ crew who dies on Circe’s island 
● Sirens--beautiful mermaid-like women “whose sweet song lures sailors” to their deaths 
● Charybdis--whirlpool that erupts three times a day 
● Scylla--six-headed monster 

 
Back in Ithaca: 

● Antinoos--head suitor who plots to kill Telemachus 
● Eurymachus--suitor, second-in-command behind Antinoos 
● Eumaeus--loyal swineherd 
● Irus--a beggar who fights disguised Odysseus 
● Argos--Odysseus’ beloved dog 
● Eurycleia--faithful nurse who recognizes Odysseus’ scar (despite his disguise) 
● Philoetius--faithful cowherd who fights against suitors with Odysseus, Telemachus and Eumaeus 

 
We look forward to sharing with you much of Homer’s actual epic and its beautiful poetry when you begin your 
freshman year in our English classes.  Happy summer!  Happy reading! 


