
7th Grade Reading List 
 
Students are expected to read at least FIVE books from this list, including the core 
novel, which will be discussed in their Human Development classes. A reading log 
must be signed and turned in to advisors during the first week of class. 
 
Virginia Euwer Wolff. Bat 6. (core novel to be read by all incoming Seventh 
Graders) 
 
In a small town, post World War Oregon, twenty-one sixth-grade girls recount the 
story of an annual softball game, during which one girl's bigotry comes to the 
surface. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Avi. The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle. 
 
        Not every thirteen-year-old girl is accused of murder, brought to trail and found 
guilty...Charlotte Doyle is just such a girl and she swears to tell the truth in all its 
detail. It happened during the summer of 1832 aboard a ship called the Seahawk. 
 
Blue Balliett. Chasing Vermeer; The Wright Three (only one can count) 
 
        When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious 
Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their 
talents to solve an international art scandal. 
Eoin Colfer. Airman. 
 
    This is a fast-paced, highly entertaining tale of flying machines, criminals, martial 
arts, swordplay, princesses, poisons, and evil villains, mixed with themes of justice, 
revenge, romance, good triumphing over evil, realizing one's dreams, blackmail, 
conspiracy, corruption, and betrayal. From the author of Artemis Fowl. 
 
Jeanne DuPrau. City of  Ember. The People of Sparks. The Prophet of Yonwood. 
(only one can count) 
 
        The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred 
years later, the great lamps that light the city are beginning to flicker. When Lina 
finds part of an ancient message, she?s sure it holds a secret that will save the city. 
She and her friend Doon must decipher the message before the lights go out on 
Ember forever! 
 
Paula Fox. Monkey Island. 
 
        Forced to live on the streets of New York after his mother disappears from their 
hotel room, eleven-year-old Clay is befriended by two men who help him survive. 
 
Cornelia Funke. The Thief Lord. 
 
        Prosper and Bo are orphans on the run from their cruel aunt and uncle. The 
brothers decide to hide out in Venice, where they meet a mysterious thirteen-year-
old boy who calls himself the 'Thief Lord.' Brilliant and charismatic, the Thief Lord 
leads a ring of street children who dabble in petty crimes. Prosper and Bo delight in 



being part of this colorful new family. But the Thief Lord has secrets of his own. And 
soon the boys are thrust into circumstances that will lead them to a fantastic, 
spellbinding conclusion. 
 
Margaret Peterson Haddix. Among the Hidden; Among the Betrayed; The 
Imposters; Among the Barons; Among the Brave; Among the Enemy; Among the 
Free. (only one of these can count) 
 
        In a society that allows only two children per family, the third child is a 'shadow 
child', illegal and forbidden. Luke is 'among the hidden' in this chilling novel. 
 
Ann Halam. Dr. Franklin’s Island. 
 
        When their plane crashes over the Pacific Ocean, three science students are left 
stranded on a tropical island and then imprisoned by a doctor who is performing 
horrifying experiments on humans involving the transfer of animal genes. 
 
Karen Hesse. The Music of the Dolphins. 
 
        After rescuing an adolescent girl from the sea, researchers learn she has been 
raised by dolphins and attempt to rehabilitate her to the human world. 
 
Will Hobbs. Crossing the Wire. 
 
        Fifteen-year-old Victor Flores journeys north in a desperate attempt to cross 
the Arizona border and find work in the United States to support his family in central 
Mexico. 
Jennifer L. Holm. Middle School is Worse than Meatloaf. 
 
    Ginny makes a to do list for her seventh grade year, which includes landing a role 
in the school play, trying to make friends, ignoring her horoscope, and going to see 
her grandpa Joe in Florida; but she always seems to come up short in accomplishing 
any of it. 
 
Cynthia Kadohata. Kira-Kira. 
 
        Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters growing 
up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s and early 1960s, and the despair when one 
sister becomes terminally ill. Newbery Medal winner 
 
E. L. Konigsburg. The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place. 
 
        Upon leaving an oppressive summer camp, twelve-year-old Margaret Rose 
Kane spearheads a campaign to preserve three unique towers her grand uncles have 
been building in their back yard for over forty years. 
 
 Gordon Korman. No More Dead Dogs. 
 
        Eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sentenced to detention attending 
rehearsals of the school play where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in 
the production and begins to suggest changes that improve not only the play but his 
life as well. 
 



 Amy Goldman Koss. The Girls. 
 
        Realistic portrayal of a popular middle school clique's devolution unfolds though 
six narrators think twice before sacrificing their individuality for the sake of 
popularity. 
Cynthia Lord. Rules. 
 
    Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when 
you have a brother with autism and a family that revolves around his disability. 
She's spent years trying to teach David the rules-from "a peach is not a funny-
looking apple" to "keep your pants on in public"-in order to stop his embarrassing 
behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a paraplegic boy, and Kristi, the 
next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her own shocking behavior that turns 
everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is normal? Newbery Honor Book 
 
David Lubar 2008 Kyle Likover Memorial Visiting Author (only one counts) 
 
Flip.  Twins Taylor and Ryan are complete opposites and seem to have nothing in 
common, until they find a set of mysterious disks that magically allow them to 
transform – flip - into legendary figures from the past. 
 

OR 
 
Hidden Talents.  When thirteen-year-old Martin arrives at an alternative school for 
misfits and problem students, he falls in with a group of boys with psychic powers 
and discovers something surprising about himself. 
 

OR 
 
Wizards of the Game.  Eighth grader Mercer, whose passion is the fantasy role-
playing game Wizards of the Warrior World, hopes to use a fund raiser to bring a 
gaming convention to his middle school, but instead he attracts four genuine wizards 
who are trapped on Earth and want his help in returning to their own world. 
 
Mike Lupica. Travel Team; Summer Ball. (only one can count) 
 
        After he is cut from his travel basketball team--the very same team that his 
father once led to national prominence--twelve-year-old Danny Walker forms his own 
team of cast-offs that might have a shot at victory. 
 
Carolyn Meyer. White Lilacs. 
 
        In 1921 in Dillon, Texas, twelve-year-old Rose Lee sees trouble threatening her 
black community when the whites decide to take the land there for a park and 
forcibly relocate the black families to an ugly stretch of territory outside the town. 
 
 Linda Sue Park. When My Name Was Keoko. 
 
        With national pride and occasional fear, a brother and sister face the 
increasingly oppressive occupation of Korea by Japan during World War II, which 
threatens to suppress Korean culture entirely.With national pride and occasional fear, 
a brother and sister face the increasingly oppressive occupation of Korea by Japan 
during World War II, which threatens to suppress Korean culture entirely. 



 
Gary Paulsen. Harris and Me: a Summer Remembered. 
 
        Sent to live with relatives on their farm because of his unhappy home life, an 
eleven-year-old city boy meets his distant cousin, Harris, and is given an 
introduction to a whole new world. 
 
Rodman Philbrick. Freak the Mighty. 
 
        Max, a large eighth-grader with a learning disability, becomes friends with 
Freak, an intelligent boy who is physically impaired. 
 
Jerry Spinelli. Loser. 
 
        Donald Zinkoff is one of the greatest kids you could ever hope to meet. He 
laughs easily, he likes people, he loves school, he tries to rescue lost girls in 
blizzards, and he talks to old ladies. The only problem is, he's a "loser." 
 
Sue Stauffacher. Donutheart. 
 
    Franklin Delano Donuthead is now in middle school, with all of its related terrors. 
He has to avoid whipping pony tails in the hallways, he's forced to use school 
bathrooms with eighth graders, his life science teacher makes him blush like a 
tomato, his beloved Glynnis Powell may be moving ahead of him socially, his mother 
has a boyfriend, and his unlikely best friend, Sarah Kervick, needs more help than he 
thinks he can manage on his own. Touching, with laugh out loud humor. 
 
Stephanie Tolan. Surviving the Applewhites. 
 
        Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and 
eccentric Applewhite family's Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and 
interests he never knew he had. Newbery Honor Book 
 
Sarah Weeks. So B. It: a Novel. 
 
        After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agoraphobic 
neighbor, twelve-year-old Heidi sets out from Reno, Nevada, to New York to find out 
who she is. 
 
Rick Yancy. The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp; Alfred Kropp: the 
Seal of Solomon; Alfred Kropp: the Thirteenth Skull. (only one can count) 
 
        Through a series of dangerous and violent misadventures, teenage "loser" 
Alfred Kropp rescues King Arthur's legendary sword Excalibur from the forces of evil. 
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